The December 2008 Council meeting for Penn Lake Park Borough was held on 12/3/08. Council President Tom Carter called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30pm with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Roll Call showed Favire, Beckerman, Carter, George, and Rosenstock were present.  Also in attendance were Mayor Bill Warner, Atty. Charles McCormick and many concerned residents.


The November 2008 minutes were presented to Council and placed on display. A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Favire, 2nd by Carter, roll call, all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

TREASURERS REPORT:


The treasurer’s report was presented and accepted by a motion from Favire 2nd by George, Roll Call- all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.





GENERAL

PLGIT

GARBAGE
Bal.11/05/08

$ 6183.05

$147250.10
$10152.11

Deposits


$  468.22

$  2759.39
$     .00

Withdrawals

$ 1434.06

$      .00
$ 3533.33

Interest

     $
    

$   262.61
$__ 14.13    

Bal. 12/03/08

$ 5217.21
     $150272.10  
$ 6632.91





LIQUID FUELS
  DAM   

PETTY CASH
Bal. 11/05/08

$17291.37

$1025.07

$6.13

Deposits


$     .00

$    .00

$ .00

Withdrawals

$     .00

$    .00

$ .00

Interest


$   30.51

$   1.81

$ .00
Bal.12/03/08

$17321.88

$1026.88

$6.13

SEWER FUND

Bal. 11/05/08


$21017.49

Penn Vest interest 12/1
$ 9696.40 (automatic withdrawal)

Withdrawals


$     .00

Deposits



$ 8874.72

Interest



$    6.32
Bal 12/03/08


$20202.13

RECEIPTS: READ



$ 2759.39

H. A. Berkheimer, EIT


$    7.43

Luzerne County, Delinquent Taxes


$  175.91

Realty Transfer Taxes


$   50.00

Contractors Permits

$ 8874.72

Sewer Fees Collected (August)

$103520.00
Luzerne County Comm. Dev.-Hollenback Rd




Project

BILLS:
READ 


$   38.14

HA Berkheimer, Admin & Comm (October)


$   37.54

PP & L – 2 Streetlights, November


$ 3533.33

Keystone Sanitation, November Garbage


$   21.00

Journal Newspapers, Plowing Bid Ad


$  228.80

Citizens Voice-Garbage Bid Ad


$  126.00

Postmaster, 3 rolls $.42 stamps

$  150.00

Atty. Charles McCormick, December Salary


$  400.00

Zoning Officer Salary-Sally Horny, Nov & Dec


$ 1296.75

James Jarick, 10/28, 11/25, & 11/26 snow





plowing/cindering


$  443.15

James Jarick, pothole patching 11/14 


$   58.85

Verizon- Telephone 11/7 to 12/6/08


$  300.00

Bill Warner, Mayor Salary, 4th Qtr


$ 1650.00

White Haven Boro,3rd & 4th Qtr fire protection

$  528.00

Lynn Greene, stenographer, transcripts of




Stozenski hearing


$  450.00

Alpha Pro Tree Service, removal of 4 trees @





Oak St


$ 1687.50

Teresa Wojciechowski, Sec/Treas 6 mo salary/





rent


$  720.00

Council members salaries


$  300.00

Penn Lake Assoc, rent for 2008


$  300.00

Margo Beckerman, Tax Collector Salary 2008

$  250.00
Teresa Wojciechowski, Garbage Fee Coll. Salary


$  181.35

Magisterial District 11-3-05, filing charges





Clymo


$138937.04
Barletta Materials & Construction Inc, 





Hollenback Rd project


$    88.85
Tom Carter, Stain, brushes for posts/bridge


George made a motion to pay the bills, 2nd by Favire, roll call, all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Carter said that PP&L is supposed to send us a kit regarding the recycling of the compact fluorescent lights but they haven’t yet.  We will leave the kit here at the Community House.


Carter said there was discussion at last months meeting regarding a mailbox that was getting blocked in and we were discussing the possibility of getting a no parking sign put up.  Mayor Warner said he spoke with the gentleman and gave him one last chance before the sign is put up and he said he wouldn’t do it anymore, so we will wait and see.  The gentleman that the mailbox is being blocked in has pictures on his phone so we know the date and time its being blocked.  


Atty. McCormick read the 2nd and final reading of the 2009 Budget.

Carter motioned to pass RES. #3 of 2008 adopting 2009 budget as read, 2nd by George, roll call, all in favor none opposed motion carried.

RES. #3 OF 2008 adopting the 2008 budget as read.

QUESTIONS:


Barbara Sudimak wanted to report of 2 unattended fires that were started on Horseshoe Drive.  They were raging bonfires during the day and left smoldering and unattended during the night.  Mayor was contacted who in turn was to contact Sally Horny and Sally was to contact Randy on whose property the fires were burning.  Barbara’s concern was that the fire could have jumped to the house because of atmosphere & wind changes. Early the next morning around 7:00am while she was walking her dog the fires were still smoldering.  Barbara had a meeting with Randy and told him that her family was jeopardized by the fire being left for 12 hrs unattended.  Randy’s reply was that the fire was safe when left and not a major concern since nothing flammable was by the fire and felt that there was nothing wrong with that.  When we parted Randy said he would keep an eye out on things more closely.  Barbara spoke with Sally and was told that she called Randy’s wife and was under the impression that everything was taken care of.  Barbara was quite upset that her son and family was in danger all night long by either a process or a person that did not do what they were suppose to do.  She asked for an explanation or some type of reassurance that this will not happen again.  Carter said that we have an ordinance that was read a few months ago about fires and that they are not to be left unattended.  Discussion ensued.  Sally said that when property owners are clearing their lots for building they need to be told they cannot have smoldering fires.

Barbara says she sees there is a process problem.  When a complaint is made it should have been taken care of.  Discussion followed.  Sally said when she spoke with Sue Johnson the fire was to be taken care of.  Carter said that this will not happen again.  Discussion followed.

CORRESPONDENCE:


We received a letter from the White Haven Borough stating that the fire protection fee with the White Haven Volunteer Fire Co will remain the same for 2009 at a fee of $3300.00.

A letter was received from Mr. Basler where he questioned my recording of the October minutes where he asked a question about if we have a comprehensive plan and I followed with discussion ensued. I omitted a second part to his question that he wanted entered into record where he asked if council will work with the landowners on this plan and the answer from Jill Rosenstock was absolutely.  This correspondence is received and noted.

Jill Rosenstock said that a Comprehensive Plan is basically a blueprint of what we need in the next 10 or more years for the lake.  What we want the lake to become.  She found out from Jack Varaly that realistically we will not get a comprehensive plan any earlier than about 2011 because there is no funding available to us that large.  A plan will cost between $75,000 to $100,000.  What this does is leave us totally open should a developer come into the lake.  Lands and Natural Trust, a non-profit organization was here recently and he gave us his views of what will happen within the next couple of years here at Penn Lake.  He foresees that within the next couple of years if we leave the zoning ordinances the way they are right now, the conservation district will be developed wall to wall with 2 acre lots and the residential 2 district will be developed with ½ acre lots and under an aggressive developer there will be over 500 homes.  Discussion followed. Jill said there is a rumor of developers working very seriously at Penn Lake.  Maybe we can come up with $6000 and Natural Lands & trust will match that with $5000, then we can correct the ordinances so that we can protect Penn Lake.  Doesn’t mean you wouldn’t be able to build a home here.  Can be done without destroying all the woodlands.  She also said that this is urgent, it will take about 6 months to get this together.  Carter said that he has concerns with all of Natural Land & Trusts philosophies.  Doesn’t feel that all of it fits Penn Lake.  Feels that before we start paying Nathan Walker any money to change the ordinances we should know what we want first. Shouldn’t put any money out right now until we come up with what we want which should include portions of growing greener, portions of what he gave us but by all means not all of it.  Discussion followed.  Carter said he spoke with Wright Twp, Fairview Twp, and Dennison Twp.  Dennison Twp did not adopt growing greener philosophies; Wright Twp. Planning Commission recommended to the supervisors that they do not adopt growing greener philosophies; Fairview Twp did adopt it but they have not done anything since then.  I’m not sure this is good for our area, its good for some but questionable if everything he presented is right for us.  We have to sit down with those ideas and pick out what is right for Penn Lake.  Rosenstock said she has heard that Wright Twp is going ahead with it. Discussion followed.  Mr. Daley said that the important part is to make sure that we are not left in a vulnerable position until these decisions are made. So from now on how do we protect the borough from major development?  Carter said he would ask the Planning Commission to come up with a recommendation to begin. Get the ball running.  No one wants to destroy the lake.  Carter asked if the $6000 needs to be paid to Natures Land & Trust first or is there something that can be done in the meantime.  Jill answered that there are some things we can do in the meantime but we can’t do a lot without money.  There are only a few things we can do on our own.  Discussion followed.


Barbara Sudimak asked if trees being cut down and cleared on individual lots need Boroughs approval.  George replied that there is no Borough approval needed.  A while back there was a discussion about whether we would proceed with some type of ordinance and we never pursued it further.  Discussion ensued about tree cutting.  Mr. Daley said that there are ordinances that address trees.  Borough pays to take down trees that are on their right of way as they are needed.  Daley feels we need to try some way to protect trees.  Barbara Sudimak said that in Mt Top they are regulated as to how many trees could be cut.  Carter said that there probably is an ordinance in place that regulates that and we will have to perhaps look at this further.


Mrs. Donaldson said that we simply couldn’t look at the past and think that is what will be in the future.  We have a rapid change occurring, the Basler’s are business people and it’s not unreasonable to believe that in a short couple of years a lot of their property would be sold.  If large tracts are sold, developers will be involved. For small communities like us it will have a great impact on us in just a couple of years.  Discussion ensued.  Carol Winters voiced her concerns as well.

Carter said we advertised for snow removal and only one bid was received from James Jarick; $70/hr for plowing & cindering, $47/yd salt & cinders mix, $78.80/yd extra salt.  Last years bid was very similar to this.

Carter motioned to accept James Jarick bid for snowplowing/cindering for 2009 as read, 2nd Favire, roll call all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

RES. #4 OF 2008 accepting the bid from James Jarick for snowplowing/cindering for 2009 for $70/hr plowing or salting & cindering; $47/yd for salt & cinders mix; $78.80/yd for extra salt.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Mayor Warner said he received 2 calls.  One was about the fire that was discussed earlier and the other was regarding a motor home on a lakeview lot.  The zoning officer and the lawyer know about that.  Last year had several complaints about people hunting on Hollenback Rd.  Hollenback Rd is posted as a safety zone.  Penn Lake is private property; you need written permission to hunt on private property in the state of Pennsylvania.


Sue George said that Hollenback Rd looks nice.  Saw the stop sign installed at the end of Marilyn Dr.  Feels we need to get signs at the bridge by Augies.


Jill Rosenstock said the Holiday party is here on December 14th, all are welcome, Santa will make an appearance.


Sally said she had 2 contractors applications, a complaint regarding a recreational vehicle being parked by Deans property but have not seen anyone living there. Also the complaint about the fire.  Discussion followed.


NEW BUSINESS:
 


Carter said we need to pass several resolutions.  One being the acceptance of the fire agreement with the White Haven Boro and White Haven Volunteer Fire Co for protection for 2009 for $3300.00.  George made a motion to enter into an agreement with White Haven Borough and White Haven Volunteer Fire Co for fire protection for 2009 for $3300.00, 2nd by Favire, roll call all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

RES #5 OF 2008 accepting the agreement with white Haven Borough for fire protection by the White Haven Volunteer Fire Co for 2009 for $3300.00

Next resolution is the garbage fee setting it to be $210/yr per homeowner for 2009.

George made a motion to set the garbage collection fee per homeowner for 2009 to be $210/yr., 2nd by Favire, roll call all in favor, none opposed motion carried.

RES #6 OF 2008 setting the garbage collection fee for 2009 to be $210 per homeowner per year.

The final resolution is to set the 2009 council meeting dates to be the 1st Wednesday of each month work session at 7:00pm and council meeting following at $7:30pm.

George made a motion to set the monthly council meeting dates for 2009 to be the 1st Wednesday of each month, work session at 7:00pm and council meeting following at 7:30pm, 2nd by Beckerman, roll call all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

RES. #7 OF 2008 setting the monthly council meeting dates for 2009 to be the first Wednesday of each month, work session at 7:00pm and council meeting following at 7:30pm.


George has a certificate of insurance at home and will get it to Sally.


Carter said the tax millage for general purposes will be advertised for passage later this month.  We will have a special meeting to adopt the new millage.  Atty. McCormick will go over all of the information provided to us and calculate the percentage that will be the millage rate.  Discussion followed.



Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by George, 2nd by Carter, all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.


Meeting adjourned.







Respectfully submitted,






Teresa Wojciechowski, Secy



Penn Lake Park Borough Council held a special meeting on Wednesday, December 17th, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Community House to pass Ordinance #2 of 2008 setting and adopting the 2009 tax millage rate for general purposes.


Council President Tom Carter called the meting to order at approximately 7:00pm.  Roll call showed, Carter, Favire and Rosenstock were present.  Also in attendance was Mayor Bill Warner.


Ordinance #2 of 2008 was read which sets the calendar year 2009 tax rate millage for general purposes for Penn Lake Park Borough at 0.4 mills.  Carter made a motion to adopt ordinance #2 of 2008 setting the millage at 0.4 mills for 2009 for general purposes, 2nd by Rosenstock, roll call-all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

ORD #2 OF 2008 setting the tax rate millage for general purposes for 2009 for Penn Lake Park Borough at 0.4 mills.


Carter made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 2nd by Rosenstock, roll call – all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.


Meeting Adjourned.







Respectfully submitted,







Tom Carter Council President



