The April 2009 Council meeting was held on 4/1/09. Council President Tom Carter called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30pm with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Roll Call showed Favire, Beckerman, Carter, Rosenstock, and George were present.  Also in attendance were Mayor Bill Warner, and many concerned residents.


The March 2009 minutes were presented to Council and placed on display. A motion to accept the minutes as presented was made by Favire, 2nd by Beckerman, roll call, all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

TREASURERS REPORT:


The treasurer’s report was presented and was accepted by a motion from George 2nd by Favire, Roll Call- all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

GENERAL

PLGIT

GARBAGE
Bal.3/04/09

$ 2433.06

$110242.00
$10331.02

Deposits


$27723.17

$  1565.10
$24830.00

Withdrawals

$28011.75

$  1925.25
$ 3829.00

Interest

     $
    

$   174.69
$__ 24.09

Bal. 4/01/09

$ 2144.48

$110056.54  
$31356.11





LIQUID FUELS
  DAM   

PETTY CASH
Bal. 3/04/09

$  533.02

$1029.30

$1.63

Deposits


$     .00

$    .00

$ .00

Withdrawals

$     .00

$    .00

$ .00

Interest


$    4.82

$   1.62

$ .00
Bal.4/01/09

$  537.84

$1030.92

$1.63

SEWER FUND

Bal. 3/04/09


$14247.29

Penn Vest interest 4/1
$ 9696.40 (automatic withdrawal)

Withdrawals


$ 2487.88

Deposits



$14967.62

Interest



$    3.42
Bal 4/01/09


$17032.05

RECEIPTS:  READ  


$ 1565.10

HA Berkheimer, EIT


$   12.40

Luzerne County, Delinquent Taxes


$  205.80

Realty Transfer Taxes


$  100.00

Contractors Permits


$ 3620.00

Garbage Fees Collected


$ 2993.11

Taxes Collected


$10834.98

Sewer Fees Collected, (December)


$13311.99

Liquid Fuels Allocation

BILLS: 
READ


$   70.64

HA Berkheimer, Admin & Comm (February)


$   75.04

PP & L January, 2 Streetlights Feb & March


$ 3829.00

JP Mascaro & Sons, April Garbage Collection


$  150.00

Atty. Charles McCormick, April salary


$  200.00

Zoning Officer, Sally Horny, March Salary


$  743.25

James E Jarick, March 2 & 3 Snow plowing


$   58.75

Verizon, Telephone 3/7/09 to 4/6/09


$ 2094.41

Borton Lawson,Dam Breach Hydrologic Analysis


$  500.00

Donald Beckerman, Auditor Salary 2008 Audit


$  825.00

White Haven Borough, 2nd Qtr fire protection


$  174.00

US Postal Service, mailings



Carter made a motion to pay the bills, 2nd by Favire, roll call, all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Carter wanted to comment on a couple of things from last month.  Barb Fisher asked about the pagoda.  Carter spoke with Borton Lawson; they are doing the dam study.  They have two pieces of the study done, there is a third piece that is not done and they have to contract it out to somebody else.  They are going to send the first two pieces to DEP and send us a copy of it as well.  Along with that they are to include a report on the recommendations on the pagoda.  We should have some feedback from them for the next meeting.

It was mentioned there is a new law going into effect under the consumer protection act. Spoke with the Attorney Generals office.  The law states that all contractors who perform $5000 or more in home improvements in a year must register with the state office.  The intent is to protect the consumers.  It starts July 1st and you can verify a contractors registration with their office by visiting their website or calling the toll free number.  The responsibility lies with the individual homeowner to make sure it is in place, not the Boroughs according to the Attorney Generals office.

We spoke about spraying for weeds in the lake. We did not spray last year because of the fish restocking.  Shultz fish hatchery was contacted, they are the ones who restocked the fish and they have concerns regarding the one chemical called copper sulfate. They feel that it will affect the smaller fish and the spawning fish.  Copper sulfate is very toxic to fish.  It is not a good chemical if we want fish to grow.  Discussion ensued.

In light of this Carter made a motion that we do not spray the lake this year, 2nd by George, roll call, all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE:


Carter stated we received a letter from Edward Rash who has 3 lots on the horseshoe.  He had a wetland delineation done and they were declared wetlands, lots 139, 140, 141. He is requesting that they be void of sewer fees.

Carter made a motion to waive the sewer fees on the three lots, 139, 140, 141 that are considered wetlands with no reimbursement of any money for fees already paid, starting with this year, 2nd by George, roll call all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.


The last correspondence is in 2010 the Borough will need a new secretary/treasurer because Teresa will be resigning. We felt this would be a good time to announce this so that if anyone is interested they can begin to get trained and follow along.  Sue mentioned that the salary is $2400/yr plus rental.  Brief discussion ensued.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Mayor Warner said he understands there are a few people shooting at the geese.  It is a federal offense and you need a federal license to hunt geese and must be done during the season.  Please call me with complaints at the time it is occurring or immediately after, not a day or more later.  Please don’t be afraid to call me or the state police.  The Hazleton state police patrol here.




George mentioned that we need some signs for the bridge.  Tom Carter was waiting for the weather to break to order the signs and replace them.

Sue said we received something from the Census bureau.  Because the Mayor is the highest elected official it is addressed to Bill who has been forwarding everything to me.  A committee can be appointed so if anyone is interested in doing anything with the census please contact me.  Sue will be in charge of the committee and Mayor Warner will help her.


Rosenstock said in regard to the playground (swing set) a group of parents are getting together and will be having several fundraisers this spring.  The first one will be something taking place at the ballpark, not sure of the theme yet.  We won’t find out about the grant money whether it comes through or not until the end of this month early next month.  Hopefully we will get $5000 through them.  From what she has heard there are already donations in the works from up to $1000. The location would be most likely by the basketball court where the ball field leads off.  There is already a flat area of land.  

Rosenstock stated that she received a phone call and asked to relay that there is 13 million dollars of stimulus money available from Luzerne County for joint applications such as the comprehensive plans.  Previously Jack Varaly applied for us along with Dennison Twp, Jack will reapply for us again with Dennison.  No fee at all just to see if we can get any money for the comprehensive plan. Speaking of the comprehensive plan a survey will be coming in the mail to everyone.  It is a community survey the planning commission worked on.  Your answers will guide the comprehensive plan.  Please fill it out and get it back to us by April 30th.


Jill said she was also asked by the Planning Commission to relay a question asked by a resident that when the zoning officer gives her report she could be more specific.  Instead of just saying a permit was issued to say to whom it was issued and for what.  Also we were asked about a no smoking ordinance for the beach and the playground, which isn’t even there yet.  They feel there shouldn’t be any smoking around children because of the obvious health hazard and the litter that’s created.

Jill Casarella will run the summer program in July.  It will start the Monday after the 4th of July for 3 weeks.  I believe her sister-in-law will assist her. Discussion followed.

Salary should be the same as last year and will be approved by council before the summer program starts.


Carter said that the two portions that Borton Lawson completed on the Dam for DEP are the detailed profile and the discharge calculations; the thing they are lacking is the stability analysis.  In the past they have used a company called URS, which is a rather big company and we are rather small fish to them.  They are going to get a proposal from another company to do the stability analysis.  Borton Lawson is going to send the completed portion to DEP and the stability analysis will be at a later date.  DEP will come back with a recommendation as to what needs to be done with the dam.


Sally Horny said she issued 2 contactors applications-Bulls Eye Construction and Sean Pilecki.  One zoning application to David Bartlett.  In regard to the RV on the vacant property it was removed by David Young. 

QUESTIONS:


Carol Winters complained about people walking their dogs around the lake and not carry bags to clean up after them.  Discussion ensued about the placement of plastic bags in containers around the lake.  We try to keep people informed about cleaning up after their pets.  

The association is having a clean up day on May 2nd.  DEP will start their monitoring of the plant life and conditions for the fish at the lake on April 8th.  They are meeting here at 8:30am.  It’s a very valuable program and they are doing it for free because of all the people that are interested in it.  Its done by the biologists from DEP for a year.


Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Carter, 2nd by George, all in favor, none opposed, motion carried.


Meeting adjourned.







Respectfully submitted,



Teresa Wojciechowski, Secy


